HISTORY OF ATHLETICS AT W. S. C.
—
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This is an athletic age. More peuple both 0ld and young, are
perticipating in athletie sports of one kind or another, than ever
before. Spectators at all kindsof contests have inereased many fold.
While interest in athletie sports has become much more generel, coll-
ege athleties have become highly specialized. It is a far ery from
the law of Princeton made in 1787, ani later heartily indorsed by
Yale, forbidding baseball because "it was rough and unbeocoming to
gentlemen, tending to thin out the ranks of able bodied men, Bince
it wes so dangerous,™ to our present and enthusiastic reception of
football and other strenuous games. ;

Almost a eentury later, in 1876, or thereaboute, Rugby was in-
troduced to Harvard and Yele from Englend. Additions and modificat-
ions have been made, until the geme has developed to its present
standing, that of being the most popular of the fall attractions,

During these fifty years, in spite of the strenuous opposition
of the colldge professor of the earlier day, it has grown from a
Harvard-Yale contest of a half century ago, until today teday it is the
exceptional institution of high school that does not support what it
- hopes may become & winning aggregetion.

Indeed our inbterest in the gamé‘ana our American desire to execel,
has inereasingly emphasized the importance of eollege athleties, until

their direetion falls into the elass of speeislists for each branch of
sport. - '

It is not the purpese‘af:§hiat§a§@r %%,égsansa the pros and cons
of this system but to a3¢e§t>oandiﬁ&qns as>tkci axiSt* mainly, that
eollege athleties play a 1%@@@ and iﬁgafﬁént part in every institution
teking any pert in inter-collegists atiletiss. A losing team, espece
ially if i% be foobtball, brings much more unfavorable eritiecism upon
an institution than would poorly taught courses or the unwise expend-
iture of college funds. '

Athleties supremacy hes passed from one seetion of the countiy to
another, amd from one institution to another in these several sections.
For yeers the large institutionssof the cast were sufficient unto them-
selves, while those of tlhe eentrel states ¥aroed enviously for the opp-
ortunity to test their strength ageinst these easterners., That tiue
came. The plage of leadership is now conceded to the Middle West with
%h@w?ér~wo$t elamoring-for recognition, an'd gainine-4% by lesps and



