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HISTORY OF ATHL:h."'TIOS A~ W. S .• C • 

This is an at hletic age.. Mo 1~ peuple both old e.nd young, are 
partioi.~til'Jg in athletic sports of one kind or another. than ever . 
before. Spectators at all kinlaof oontests have increased ma.t~ told. 
While :t.nte1·est in athletic spQrts ha ·S become much more ge,eral 1 coll· 
ege athletics have become highly specialized.. It is a far or, from 
the law ot Princ eton made in l'78V, am later heartily indorsed b7 
Yale • forbidcling baseball because "1 t was roUgh and unbecoming to 
gentlemen. tending to thin out the ranks ot able bodied men, linoe 
it was so dangerous;, .. to our present and enthusiast io :reception of 
football and other strenuous ga.1:00a . 

Almost a century later, in 1876, or thereaboutc , Rugby was ln­
troduoed to Harva rd and Yale from England. Additions am modifioat ... 
ions have been made 1 until the game has d9vel.oped to its present 
standing 1 that of being the most popular o:r the tall attract ions . 

During these fifty yea:rs .• in spite ot the . strenuous opposition 
of t ne collige professor of the earliex· day • it has grown from a 
Ha.rvard ... Yale contest o:f a half century ago. 'until today t&-El&y i .t is the 
e:x:oe:ptiona..l 1ns1iitution of high sehool tba.t does not support what it 
hop&.s may become a winning aggregation . 

:tmle~ our iut erest in the gane . &.111 our Amerioa.n desire to e:x:oel t 
~ has increasingly emphasized the importance Of college athletics f until 

their di:reot .ion falls into the class of speoialists for each branch of 

sport. 
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It is not the purpose o~, ~-bis"_ <pap·Q-r --lii.'>. di$-oJ.Ws the pros and eons 

of this system but to a.eee~t=··~~~~-~t;ito_:r;~ -~s .. ~l~~; -- ~:i~ist. Jnainly, that 

college athletics pl.ay a 1~-e e.~d -~~~~~t~n~_.- PS.lft·: ~P. every institution 
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taking any part in inter-oollesiS:t-~ :~t~l~~~l\ch'l·~ .. -_ A losing. ·team, espec-

ially if it be :football, brings IJu.oh more unfavorable ar1t1e1sm upon 

an institution than would poo~ly taught courses or the unwise expend­

iture of college funds; 

Athletics ~ru.premaoy has passed !rom one section of the countl·y to 

another• and from one institution to another in these several. sections. 

For years the larg~ institutions sot th~ east were su.tfici ent unto them-. 
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selves, while those of t he oa t:r:a l states lEt'J.rned enviously for tl1e opp .. 

ortunity to t~st their st:t•ength against these easterners. That time 

came. The pl.aoe of leadership is now oonaeded to the IUddle West with 

'bhe F&il"' West al,a.m(Hdng f~ recognition, anJEl ga:inint; i-t by leaps and 


